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help provide our people the means to meet
the challenges of tomorrow.

Let me thank the negotiators for the ad-
ministration who did a superb job, all the
Democratic lawmakers here and, indeed, all
of the Members of Congress who worked
hard on this legislation. I also want to say
a special word of appreciation to Senator Lott
and Speaker Gingrich, to Senator Domenici
and Congressman Kasich, and to their com-
mittee chairs who worked with us across the
lines of substantial philosophical and prac-
tical differences to reach a good-faith agree-
ment that is an honorable and principled
compromise. And especially let me thank
Senators Daschle and Lautenberg, Congress-
man Spratt, and Congressman Rangel for
their leadership.

This agreement is a monument to the ef-
forts that people, who good will can make,
when they put aside partisan interests to
work together for the common good and our
common future. It reflects the values and as-
pirations of all Americans, and I hope and
expect it will marshal strong majorities of
both parties in both Houses.

This summer we had an historic oppor-
tunity to strengthen America for the 21st
century, and we have seized it. Now our Na-
tion can move forward stronger, more vi-
brant, more united than ever. For that, I am
profoundly grateful.

Now I’d like to ask the Vice President to
come forward, and let me thank you all again
for this great, great day.

[At this point, the Vice President and con-
gressional leaders made brief remarks.]

The President. Wait, wait. We forgot to
say one thing. We still have to pass this agree-
ment. [Laughter] And so, tomorrow, the next
day—and I hope it will be over by then—
all of us who are for it, in both parties, have
a solemn obligation to go out there and try
to keep moving and keep this spirit alive and
actually pass it. We are celebrating an agree-
ment. We still have to celebrate the passage
of the bill and then the signing of the bill,
and I look forward to being here for that with
all of you and others as well.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the United States Arctic
Research Plan
July 29, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fifth biennial revision (1998–2002) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 29, 1997.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in
Jerusalem, Israel, and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 30, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today’s
bombing by terrorists in Jerusalem was a bar-
barous act. There is no excuse and there must
be no tolerance for this kind of inhumanity.
The slaughter was aimed directly at innocent
Israelis. And make no mistake, it was also
aimed at the majority of Israelis, Palestinians,
and Arabs who want a lasting and just peace.

The only answer can and must be concrete
steps by the Palestinian Authority to increase
security operations and the strengthening of
security cooperation between Palestinians
and Israelis and a deepened determination
by both Palestinians and Israelis to pursue
peace. Only when a lasting and secure peace
is achieved will the enemies of peace be de-
feated.

I have just spoken to Prime Minister
Netanyahu. I told him the hearts and prayers
of Americans are with him, the people of Is-
rael, and the victims of the attack and their
families.

I have nothing further to say about this
except to say, again, we must not let the en-
emies of peace prevail. There must be in-
creased security operations, increased secu-
rity cooperation, and a continuing commit-
ment that is deep into the peace process.

Q. Mr. President, what kind of security
could have guarded against these two people
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who apparently were willing to kill them-
selves in order to do this damage?

The President. Well, I can’t answer that,
but I do know that there have been long peri-
ods when the security operations have suc-
ceeded. And if these people were part of
larger networks, there may well be something
else that can be done, but I don’t obviously
know the facts of this specific case. We can’t
say whether any action by the Palestinian Au-
thority, for example, could have stopped this
bombing, but we can say, from our observa-
tions, that there could be increased security
activity and cooperation.

Q. Will you try to reach Chairman Arafat,
and what publicly do you expect him to do
in the wake of this explosion?

The President. Well, he’s already talked
to Prime Minister Netanyahu, and I would
expect him to say in public what he said to
him in private. And I would expect there to
be increased security activity and increased
security cooperation.

Q. Mr. President, how long will the Den-
nis Ross trip be postponed, and what specific
new steps will he bring from the United
States trying to revive the peace process?

The President. I think it’s inappropriate
to discuss the second part of your question
at this moment, but the trip will be post-
poned for a period—an appropriate period
of mourning.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that it’s
time for either you or the Secretary of State
to become personally involved? There has
been a lot of criticism that the United States
hasn’t been——

The President. First of all, I think the sug-
gestion that we’ve not been personally in-
volved is just false. But certainly——

Q. In a public way, though.
The President. Well, I believe, and I think

that the record will bear this out—I be-
lieve—my personal involvement has been
continuing and intense in this. But I know
of no example in recent history where peace
is made by third parties trying to be helpful
making public statements alone. I believe the
way I’m doing this is the most effective way.
But you should not conclude for a moment
that the White House has not been intimately
and intensely and continuously involved in

this peace process, particularly as it has got-
ten more difficult.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority; and Special Middle East
Coordinator Dennis Ross.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform
July 30, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I called
on Congress to enact bipartisan campaign fi-
nance reform legislation. I said that delay
could be the death of reform and urged Con-
gress to move forward quickly. I strongly sup-
port the decision by Senators McCain and
Feingold to bring campaign finance reform
legislation to the floor of Congress in Sep-
tember for a vote.

The problems with the role of money in
Presidential and congressional elections are
plain. Since the campaign finance laws were
last overhauled two and a half decades ago,
the system has been overwhelmed by a flood
of campaign cash. Both political parties are
now engaged in an ever-escalating arms race
for campaign funds. The consequences for
our political system are clear: There is too
much money in politics, and it takes too
much time to raise.

To make sure that ordinary citizens have
the loudest voice in our democracy, we must
act to change the campaign finance laws. This
year, I have asked the FEC to ban so-called
soft money to parties; I have asked the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to require
broadcasters to provide free TV time to can-
didates; and the Justice Department has indi-
cated it will defend spending limits in the
courts. But these steps, however important,
are no substitute for legislation. America
needs—and the American people demand—
strong, comprehensive campaign finance re-
form legislation. As the new century ap-
proaches, we have an opportunity and an ob-
ligation to restore the trust of the American
people in their politics—and this is our
chance to do it.
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